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T ® < Y 3-(Festivals around the world)

Name : Marks : /50

Part 1: Vocabulary Matching(é marks, 1 mark each)
Match the festival to its special activity. Write the letter in the box.

1. Dragon Boat Festival A. Eat mooncakes and light lanterns.
2. Mid-Autumn Festival B. Wear costumes and go trick-or-treating.
3. Easter C. Colour eggs and go on an egg hunt.
4. New Year's Eve D. Eat rice dumplings (zongzi) and race dragon boats.
5. Christmas E. Decorate a tree and give presents.

F. Watch fireworks and have a big feast on the 31st
6. Halloween

of December.

Part 2: Time Prepositions (6 marks, 1 mark each)
Choose the correct word: during or until.

1. We eat a lot of sweets Halloween.

2. The shops are open 9 p.m. on Christmas Eve.

3. Many people stay awake midnight on New Year's Eve.
4. Children play with sparklers the fireworks show.

5. My family visits relatives the Lunar New Year holiday.
6. The school holiday lasts the end of January.
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Part 3: Reading Comprehension (8 marks, 2 marks each)

Read and answer the questions.

Halloween in the United States

Halloween is a popular festival in the United States. It falls on 31st October. During the festival, children
wear scary costumes and go trick-or-treating. They knock on doors and say, "Trick or treat!" People give them
sweets and chocolates during the evening.

Many families carve pumpkins into jack-0'-lanterns. They put candles inside the pumpkins and place them
at their front doors. The celebration usually lasts until 9 p.m. because young children need to go to bed early.
Some older children stay out until 10 p.m.

Tom is from Hong Kong. He is visiting his cousin, Amy, in New York. He asks Amy some questions about
Halloween.

Tom asks, "Why do people carve pumpkins?"

Amy says, "Because jack-o'-lanterns scare away ghosts!"

Tom wonders, "Where do people buy their costumes?"

Amy answers, "They buy them at special costume shops or online."

Circle the correct answer.

1. What do children do during Halloween according to the passage?
A. They eat mooncakes. C. They watch fireworks.
B. They go trick-or-treating. D. They decorate a Christmas tree.

2. How long does the celebration usually last for young children?
A. Until 8 p.m. C. Until 10 p.m.
B. Until midnight D. Until 9 p.m.

3. Where do people buy their costumes according to Amy?
A. At supermarkets C. At toy stores only
B. At special costume shops or online D. At the park

Short Answer Questions (Write full sentences.)

1. Where do families put the jack-o'-lanterns?
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Part 4: Indirect Questions (wh-words) (12 marks, 2 marks each)

Change the direct questions into indirect questions.

Example:
Where is the fireworks show?

Can you tell me where the fireworks show is?

1. When does the Halloween party start?

Could you tell me

I wonder

Do you know

Can you tell me

Could you tell me

6. Who gives you Easter eggs?

?
2. Why do people eat mooncakes?
3. What do you eat on Christmas Day?

?
4. How long does the festival last?

?
5. Where do people watch the dragon boat races?

?

?

I wonder
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Part 5: Reading Comprehension (18 marks, 2 marks each)

Read the passage and answer the questions.

Dia de los Muertos — The Day of the Dead in Mexico

Have you ever heard of Dia de los Muertos? It is a very important festival in Mexico. Many people think it
is a sad festival, but it is actually a happy celebration! The festival takes place on 1st and 2nd November
every year. During these two days, Mexican families remember and honour their loved ones who have

passed away. They believe that the spirits of the dead return to visit the living during this special time.

Preparations for the festival begin weeks before. Families clean their homes and decorate colourful altars,
which are called ofrendas. They put photos of their departed family members on the altars. They also place
favourite foods and drinks of the dead on the altars, such as sweet bread (pan de muerto), fruits, and even
bottles of tequila! Bright orange marigold flowers are used everywhere because people believe their strong

smell guides the spirits back home.

During the festival, families go to cemeteries to clean the graves of their relatives. They decorate the
graves with flowers, candles, and colourful paper banners called papel picado. They often have picnics at the
gravesites during the night. They tell stories, sing songs, and pray together. The celebration is full of music

and laughter, not tears.

One of the most famous symbols of this festival is the sugar skull. People
make colourful skulls out of sugar or chocolate and write the names of the
dead on them. They give these sugar skulls to friends and family as gifts.

Some people even paint their faces to look like skulls during the parade.

The celebration does not end quickly. Many families stay at the cemeteries until late at night, and some
even stay until the next morning. The festival officially ends on 3rd November, when families believe the

spirits have returned to the spirit world.
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Maria is a girl from Mexico City. She is now studying in Hong Kong. Her classmates in Hong Kong are very
curious about this festival. They ask her many questions.

Ben asks, "Why do you use marigold flowers?"

Maria explains, "Because the strong smell of marigolds guides the spirits home."

Sandy wonders, "Where do you put the altars?"

Maria answers, "We put them at home, usually in the living room."

Paul asks, "How long does the celebration last?"

Maria replies, "The main celebration lasts until 3rd November, but we prepare for weeks before!"

Circle the correct answer.

1. When does Dia de los Muertos take place?
A. On 1st and 2nd October C. On 31st October and 1st November
B. On 2nd and 3rd November D. On 1st and 2nd November

2. What do people believe about the spirits during this festival?
A. The spirits stay in the spirit world forever. C. The spirits are afraid of the flowers.
B. The spirits do not like food. D. The spirits return to visit the living.

3. Why do people use marigold flowers during the festival?

A. Because they are very cheap. C. Because their strong smell guides the spirits
home.
B. Because they only bloom in November. D. Because people like to eat them.

4. What do people write on the sugar skulls?
A. The names of the dead C. The date of the festival
B. The names of the living D. The name of the city

5. According to Maria, how long do people prepare for the festival?

A. They prepare for one day. C. They prepare for one month only.
B. They prepare for weeks before. D. They do not prepare at all.
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Short Answer Questions (Write in full sentences)

1. What sweet food do people put on the altars?

2. Where do families put the altars (ofrendas) according o Maria?

3. What do families do at the cemeteries during the festival?
(Give TWO activities mentioned in the passage.)

4. How long do many families stay at the cemeteries? (Use until in your answer.)

End
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Part 1: Vocabulary Matching (6 marks, 1 mark each)
1.D
2. A
3.C
4. F
5 E
6.B

Part 2: Time Prepositions (6 marks, 1 mark each)

1. during (We eat sweets during the whole event.)

2. until (The shops close at 9 p.m., so they are open up to that time.)
3. until (They stay awake up to midnight.)

4. during (They play while the show is happening.)

5. during (They visit within the holiday period.)

6. until (The holiday lasts up to the end of January.)

Part 3: Reading Comprehension (8 marks, 2 marks each) (Accept similar answers)

Circle the correct answer.

1. B(They go trick-or-treating.)

2. D (Until 9 p.m.)

3. B (At special costume shops or online)

Short Answer Questions

1. Families put the jack-o'-lanterns at their front doors.
(22 They put them at their front doors.)
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Part 4: Indirect Questions (wh-words) (12 marks, 2 marks each)

1. Could you tell me when the Halloween party starts]?

2. T wonder why people eat mooncakes|.

3. Do you know ‘wha’r you eat on Christmas Day‘? (or ... what people eat on Christmas Day?)

4. Can you tell me ‘how long the festival lasTs‘?

5. Could you tell me where people watch the dragon boat racesp?

(24 ... where the dragon boat races are?)

6. I wonder ‘who gives you Easter eggs‘?

(2% ... who gives people Easter eggs?)
Part 5: Reading Comprehension (18 marks, 2 marks each)

Circle the correct answer.

1. D (On 1st and 2nd November)

2. D (The spirits return to visit the living.)

3. C (Because their strong smell guides the spirits home.)
4. A (The names of the dead)

5. B (They prepare for weeks before.)

Short Answer Questions (Accept reasonable wording)
1. People put sweet bread (pan de muerto) and fruits on the altars.
(8¢ They put sweet bread and fruits, including pan de muerto, on the altars.)
2. They put the altars at home, usually in the living room.
(& We put them at home, usually in the living room.)
3. Families clean the graves and decorate the graves with flowers, candles, and
paper banners.
(## rrx% %823 ¢ tell stories / sing songs / pray together / have picnics -
FARZHRNE?PABEHFTE o)
4. Many families stay at the cemeteries until late at night, and some stay until the
next morning.
(8¢ They stay until late at night or until the next morning.)

End
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